
A Letter from  
Father Eugene
Rest in the Lord: Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy

As we are in the middle of summer, many people are 
planning their vacations for a well-deserved break 
to rest, relax, and rejuvenate. Taking time to unwind 
and reenergize oneself is essential for the  
well-being of the mind, body, and soul.

The Third Commandment emphasizes the holiness 
of the Sabbath: "The seventh day is a sabbath of 
solemn rest, holy to the LORD." Scripture ties this 
to creation itself — God rested on the seventh day, 
blessed it, and hallowed it. As Scripture commands: 
"Observe the sabbath day, to keep it holy" (Deut 
5:12). "The seventh day is a sabbath of solemn rest, 
holy to the Lord" (Ex 31:15).

In Catholic life, honoring the day of rest begins 
with sanctifying Sunday through attending Mass, 
then dedicating the day to prayer, worship, and a 
true pause from ordinary work so the heart can 
be renewed in God. The Lord's Day is not simply a 
rule — it is a gift. The institution of the Lord's Day 
enables everyone to enjoy proper rest and leisure  
to nurture their family, cultural, social, and  
religious lives. 
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Adoration Hours 
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Mass Schedule
Saturday	 6 p.m.
Sunday	 8 a.m.
Tuesday	 12:10 p.m.
Friday		  9 a.m.

First 
Saturdays	 8 a.m.

Reconciliation Schedule 

Thursdays		  6 - 8 p.m.

First Fridays 		  after 9 a.m. Mass

Parish Prayer List, Please Pray for
Randy Armstrong, Eric Clark, Jake Jacobson,  
and Angie Raymond.

Parish Office Hours
Monday	 Closed
Tuesday 	 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wednesday	 Closed
Thursday 	 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Friday		  8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Saturday	 Closed
Sunday	 Closed

Parish Office closed July 20 - 23

On Sundays and other holy days of obligation, the 
faithful must refrain from engaging in work or 
activities that interfere with the worship owed to 
God, the joy appropriate to the Lord's Day, acts of 
mercy, and the restful renewal of mind and body 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 2184-2185).

Sanctifying Sundays and holy days requires 
collective effort. Every Christian should avoid 
making unnecessary demands on others that 
would prevent them from observing the Lord's 
Day. While traditional activities (sports, dining out, 
etc.) and social necessities (public services, etc.) 
may require some to work on Sundays, everyone 
should still aim to reserve enough time for 
leisure. With temperance and charity, the faithful 
can ensure they avoid excesses and violence 
sometimes linked to popular leisure pursuits. 
Despite economic challenges, public authorities 
should guarantee citizens time allocated for rest 
and divine worship. Employers have a similar 
responsibility toward their employees (CCC 2187).

Parish Office Closed July 20-23
Please submit articles for the bulletin 
no later than Mondays at noon.



Mass Intentions and Ministers
Saturday, July 11 
6:00 p.m. Vigil	 Parish Family & living and

deceased of the Walliczek Family

Sunday, July 12 
8:00 a.m.		  Marlene Harkey by 

Randy & Melissa Reigler

Tuesday, July 14
12:10 p.m.    	  	 Parish Family

+Bob Rasche by Bert Walliczek

Friday, July 17
9:00 a.m. 	             +Uwe Walliczek by Bert Walliczek

Saturday, July 18
6:00 p.m. Vigil          +Russell Geldersma
			   by Grief Minister

+Tom George by Bert Walliczek
Lector: Greg H
EMHC: Yvonne M, Carolyn M, Volunteer

Sunday, July 19
8:00 a.m.                   +Don & Gert Arens

(Rademacher Family)
Lector: Kathy C
EMHC: Cindy G, Mike R, Volunteer

Sign up for Adoration by QR code or use 
the sign-up sheets located in the church to 
sign up for adoration. For more information, 
please get in touch with Suzanne King at 
269-271-6406.

Congratulations on your Baptism.
Beau Barker

Son of Connor & Nikki Barker

CSA 26 - Strengthened in Christ, Responding In Joy
We're closing in at the end of our CSA campaign. We're 
at $37,285 of our $38,912 goal. We hope for 100% 
participation from all families. Any amount collected 
over the goal will stay in the parish. Thank you all for 
your generosity!

Adoration Hours
Thursdays		 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
First Fridays	 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Adorers for July 16
Fredia Wernette/Marsha Stadel 6-7 p.m.

Anne Adams/Open 7-8 p.m.

Daily Readings
Sunday, July 12 - Fifteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time
Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10-14/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23
Monday, July 13 - St. Henry
Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23/Mt 10:34 – 11:1

Tuesday, July 14 – St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-8/Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday, July 15 – St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor 
Is 10:5-7, 13-16/Ps 94:5-10, 14-15/Mt 11:25-27

Thursday, July 16 – Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-21/Mt 11:28-30
Friday, July 17 – Weekday    
Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/(Ps) Is 38:10-12, 16/Mt 12:1-8	
Saturday, July 18 – St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21
Sunday, July 19 - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43

Step Up and Serve the Lord - Upcoming Events
July
14 Tue.		 Dan's Retirement Reception
18 Sat.		 Farmer's Mass & Reception in the Family Center
20-23		  Parish Office Closed
August 
14 Fri.		  Breakfast & Theology 

(second fridays, after 9:00 a.m. Mass)

Collections & Offertory 
Weekly offering envelopes can be dropped 
off at the office, placed in the locked black 
mailbox beside the office door, or sent 
through the mail to:

St. Edward Church
531 Jordan Lake St.
Lake Odessa, MI, 48849 

Please make all checks for Sunday offerings, 
special collections, and CSA to:

St. Edward's Church with the current date 
(write "CSA" in the memo line).
Counters for July 19	 Pat & Mike

O Saint Kateri, Lily of the Mohawks,
Your love for Jesus,
so strong, so steadfast
pray that we may become like you.

Your short and painful life
showed us your strength and humility.
Pray that we may become
forever humble like you.
Prayer by: Harold Caldwell shared via Tekakwitha Conference.

St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha,  
Lily of the Mohawks

Feast Day, July 14
Patron Saint 
of Ecology &
Indigenous Peoples



Upcoming Events

Congratulations On Your Retirement	           July 14
Tuesday, July 14 there will be a reception for Dan Shields 
from 5-6 p.m. in the Family Center. We have enjoyed all of 
the time we’ve prayed and worked together. Please join us 
in wishing Dan a wonderful retirement.

Knights of Columbus			         July 14
The next Knights of Columbus meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, July 14  at 7:00 p.m.

Farmer's Mass			       	          July 18
Join us for the Farmer's Mass on Saturday, July 18 at 6 
p.m. Join the parish in celebration of the local farmers and 
families as Father gives them a blessing and we give them 
thanks for  their talents to provide agricultural products. 
Reception to follow in the Family Center.

Grief Support Group		                     August 4
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 4, at 
1:00 p.m. in the library. All meetings are the first Tuesday 
of the month. For more information, please call Marsha,  
269-367-4403.

Baked Good Donations
We are taking donations of cookies and ice cream treats 
for the Saturday evening social gathering. Donations can 
be left in the church basement. 

OCIA
Anyone who needs to complete their initiation into the 
Church is invited to attend. Please call 616-374-8340 with 
any questions.

Family of the Month
The Dan and Wendy Shields family has been selected 
as Family of the Month. Dan grew up in Cheboygan, 
Michigan, where he grew up in the Catholic church. 
Wendy grew up North of the Mighty Mac in Sault Saint 
Marie, where she was baptized at the age of sixteen. 
	 Wendy observed second hand Dan's goodwill 
before they even met, when her neighbor reached out 
to Dan for assistance. It seems that Dan is the kind 
of man people call when they are in a pinch. Wendy 
finally met Dan in person while attending school at 
Davenport College. Dan's roommate talked Dan into 
asking out Wendy's roommate. Wendy's roommate 
was gone, so Dan asked out Wendy instead. Wendy 
couldn't turn down his savory personality, or maybe it 
was because of his shrewd financial habits. 
	 Wendy shared that throughout their relationship, 
she repeatedly found herself attracted to Dan's faith 
in God. When asked about wisdom in faith, Dan stated 
that wandering away from a life of faith is dangerous. 
The Shields shared several examples of their brothers 
and sisters in faith losing touch with the almighty as 
young adults. Dan identified the age between the 
sacraments of Confirmation and Matrimony as a 
critical period of spiritual struggle for the faithful. 
	 The Shields received the sacrament of 
Matrimony at Saint Mary's Catholic Church in Sault 
Saint Marie. During their 43 years of marriage, the 
Shields have welcomed three adopted children into 
their home. Their daughter Trish lives in Colorado and 
their daughter Stephanie lives in Oklahoma with their 
four grandchildren. 
	 Dan has supported church ministries as the 
Knights of Columbus' Financial Secretary and the 
Saint Edwards Parish Bookkeeper. Wendy works 
in the medical field, performing transcription from 
home. We encourage you to congratulate the Shields 
family after Sunday Mass this week or at Dan's 
retirement reception July 14. They will be retiring to 
Northern Michigan by the end of summer.

Today's Meditation
Holy Scripture will be your bedside book. It is in this that 
you will be illuminated by the Word. It is the nourishment 
of choice. Read this with a humble heart—as when you 
receive Communion—with the same end: to find God. Taste 
Him, savor Him, verse by verse, as He finds Himself in your 
atmosphere of prayer. Every word dictated by God is full of 
Himself. Adore Him beneath the words. You will taste the 
inebriation of this communion with the Light, to the Word 
that God uttered in time, by words of eternal resonance. It 
is there that you will acquire the knowledge of the saints, 
with other knowledge accumulating to very little.

An Anonymous Carthusian Monk

A Family Perspective By Bud Ozar
In today’s gospel “the apostles gathered around and told 
Jesus all they had done.” Listening allows the other person 
to express, understand and appreciate their experiences. 
Whether it is the excited chatter of young child or the 
repetitious stories of an aging grandparent, listening is 
important. It is not just time well spent, it is sacred time.




