
A Letter from  
Father Eugene
In God We Trust

The well-known motto “In God We Trust” was first 
featured on American coins in 1864, during a time 
when the country was divided by the Civil War. Its 
purpose was to express the nation's dependence 
on divine support. President Eisenhower signed 
the motto into officiality in 1956. Amid the threat of 
nuclear war and global tension, "In God We Trust" 
served as a powerful reminder that America's strength 
lay not just in its military might but in its spiritual 
convictions — a declaration that the nation would 
continue to place its trust in God.

The country continues to trust in God, acknowledging 
that we are not self-sufficient. We must rely on a 
higher power, namely God. Our experiences have 
repeatedly shown us that without God's guidance, our 
achievements are pointless. 
​
The U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops has 
consecrated the entire country to the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Archbishop William Lori, retired Bishop 
of Baltimore, reflected on this milestone, saying:

We consecrate our nation, not because it is perfect, 
but because it is beloved by God. We entrust to the 
Heart of Christ our achievements and failures, our 
hopes and anxieties, our present challenges and 
our future aspirations.

We ask him to heal what is wounded, strengthen 
what is good, and guide us towards a future 
marked by justice, peace, freedom, and respect for 
the dignity of every human person.

14th Sunday
in

Ordinary Time
July 5, 2026

Adoration Hours 
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Bookkeeper | Dan Shields                         ....................................616-374-7253   
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Hall Manager | Fredia Wernette	 ext.201....................616-374-7253
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Pastoral Council: Kathy Carnegie, Colleen King, and Fredia Wernette
Financial Council: Andrew Snider, Jerry Tomandl, Mary Gillette, Doug 
Fox, Marty Kretovic

Mass Schedule
Saturday	 6 p.m.
Sunday	 8 a.m.
Tuesday	 12:10 p.m.
Friday		  9 a.m.

First 
Saturdays	 8 a.m.

United States 
Conference of
Catholic Bishops

Reconciliation Schedule 
First Fridays 		  after 9 a.m. Mass
	 None this Week Resumes in July.
Parish Prayer List, Please Pray for
Randy Armstrong, Eric Clark, Jake Jacobson,  
and Angie Raymond.

Parish Office Hours
Monday	 Closed
Tuesday 	 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wednesday	 Closed
Thursday 	 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Friday		  8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Saturday	 Closed
Sunday	 Closed

Together We Pray,
O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus:
You know the longings of our hearts, and you desire that 
we enjoy friendship with you. 
From your pierced side, you have poured out the wellspring 
of life, for which we thirst. 
Your heart burns with a love for all people to return to a 
right relationship with you. 
We celebrate the abundant gifts you have given this nation, 
founded on the self-evident truths that our Creator has 
endowed all people with the right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 
We make reparation for the offenses against you and 
against human dignity that have taken place in this nation. 
May our hearts be united to yours, so that our families 
and communities enjoy peace and happiness; may broken 
relationships be reconciled, injustices repaired, and the 
wounds of our land be healed. 
May your holy Catholic Church serve as a sign, pointing all 
people to your infinite love. 
O Desire of Nations and Center of History, we ask you to 
bless these United States of America. 
Who live and reign with God the Father in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us! 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!



Daily Readings
Sunday, July 5 - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30
Monday, July 6 – St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr
Hos 2:16-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-9/Mt 9:18-26

Tuesday, July 7 – Weekday
Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-10/Mt 9:32-38

Wednesday, July 8 - Weekday
Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-7/Mt 10:1-7

Thursday, July 9 – St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest,
and Companions, Martyrs 
Hos 11:1-4, 8-9/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16/Mt 10:7-15
Friday, July 10 – Weekday  
Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17/Mt 10:16-23	
Saturday, July 11 – St. Benedict, Abbot
Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1-2, 5/Mt 10:24-33
Sunday, July 12 - Fifteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time
Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10-14/Rom 8:18-23

Step Up and Serve the Lord - Upcoming Events
July
10 Fri.		  Breakfast & Theology 

(second fridays, after 9:00 a.m. Mass)
14 Tue.		 Dan's Retirement Reception
18 Sat.		 Farmer's Mass
TBD		  Work Bee

Mass Intentions and Ministers

Saturday, July 4 
6:00 p.m. Vigil	 Parish Family & living and

deceased of the Walliczek Family

Sunday, July 5 
8:00 a.m. 		  Parish Family

Tuesday, July 7
12:10 p.m.    	  	 +Lupe Garcia by Grief Ministry
			   +Bob Rasche by Marsha Stadel

Friday, July 10
9:00 a.m. 		  Parish Family

Saturday, July 11
6:00 p.m. Vigil	 Rosemary Hickey
			   by Diane Tomandl

Lector: Kathy S
EMHC: Yvonne M, Carolyn M, Volunteer

Sunday, July 12
8:00 a.m.		  Marlene Harkey by 
			   Randy & Melissa Reigler

Our Parish Offering

Week of June 27/28, 2026
Adults 
Loose
Total Receipts
Budgeted Weekly
Overage

$3,230.00
$324.00

$3,544.00
$4,000.00

$446.00

Fiscal YTD Offertory Collections from
July 1,  2025 - June 28, 2026

Year-to-Date
Budgeted Year to Date
Surplus Year to Date

$245,706.00
$204,000.00

Please note that our parish offering reflects 
the income from Sunday and holy day 
offertory only. Weekly offering envelopes 
can be dropped off at the office, placed in 
the locked black mailbox beside the office 
door, or sent through the mail to:

St. Edward Church
531 Jordan Lake St.
Lake Odessa, MI, 48849 

Please make all checks for Sunday offerings, 
special collections, and CSA to:

St. Edward's Church with the current date 
(write CSA in the memo line).

Counters for July 12	 Cindy & Jennie

$41,706.00

Adoration Hours
Thursdays		 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
First Fridays	 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Adorers for July 9
No Adoration or Confession this Week, Resumes in July

Sign up for Adoration by QR code or use 
the sign-up sheets located in the church to 
sign up for adoration. For more information, 
please get in touch with Suzanne King at 
269-271-6406.

CSA - Strengthened in Christ,  
Responding In Joy 2026
To date, our parishioners have contributed $37,285 of 
the goal $38,912. We have received pledge cards from 
half of the families. Our goal is 100% participation, which 
means we would appreciate your completed pledge card 
this week. Please make all checks to St Edward Church.
Remember that any amount collected over the goal will 
stay in the parish. Thank you for your generosity!

Would you like to share information in the bulletin?
Please email your content to the parish office at 
stedwards@wowway.biz by Mondays at noon.



St. Edward Preschool Now Enrolling for the 
2026/2027 School Year
We are accepting applications from families who would
like their child to attend our program this fall. While looking
forward to another exciting school year, we believe that
our current curriculum will allow your child to continue to
learn while also contributing to the development of the
whole child - cognitively, physically, socially, emotionally,
and linguistically. Contact Ms. Fredia at 616-374-7253
ext. 201 for more information. 
Dinner for Eight is Waiting for You
- Fourth Sunday of the Month
After too long an absence, Dinner for Eight is being 
resurrected. For those unfamiliar with the concept, here 
is how it works. Each month on the fourth Sunday of the 
month, eight people enjoy the company of members of 
our parish community at dinner. The host house changes, 
the guests change and we get to know each other over a 
delicious meal. The host provides the entrée, and each 
guest is assigned a part of the meal to bring. To sign up, 
please call Jamie Schafer at 517-974-4508.

We Appreciate Your Time & Talents
Thank you to Terri and Jim Decker for refreshing the front 
of the church with painting and caulking. Wonderful Work!
Thank you also to Brian Haskin and his crew for the 
wonderful job clearing the downed tree and planting of 
the new grass. Thank you for cleaning up and beautifying 
the church grounds.

Grief Support Group			               July 7
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 7th, at 
1:00 p.m. in the library. All meetings are the first Tuesday 
of the month. For more information, please call Marsha,  
269-367-4403.

Congratulations On Your Retirement	           July 14
Tuesday, July 14 there will be a reception for Dan Shields 
from 5-6 p.m. in the family center. We have enjoyed all of 
the time we’ve prayed and worked together. Please join us 
in wishing Dan a wonderful retirement and happiness in this 
new chapter of his life.

Knights of Columbus			         July 14
The next Knights of Columbus meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, July 14  at 7:00 p.m.

Farmer's Mass			       	          July 18
Join us for the Farmer's Mass on Saturday, July 18 at 6 p.m. 
It will be a celebration to bless our farmers and pray for a 
bountiful harvest. 

A Family Perspective By Bud Ozar
Today’s gospel is about missionaries. As Jesus
received a mission today, parents accept the
mission of raising a family. Parents are not alone in
this exhausting and difficult mission. Today Jesus tells
us “Come to me and I will give your rest.”

Baked Good Donations
We are taking donations of cookies and ice cream treats 
for the Saturday evening social gathering. Donations can 
be left in  the church basement. 

OCIA
Anyone who needs to complete their initiation into the 
Church is invited to attend. If you or someone you know 
has not received First Communion or Confirmation, now is 
the time to complete your catechesis. Please call 616-374-
8340 with any questions.

Prison Ministry
Prison Ministry is a very rewarding service. If you are 
interested in learning more about this ministry, please 
contact Father Eugene.

Opportunity Available
St Edward's Parish is looking for someone interested in 
managing the finances of the parish. This is a part-time 
commitment of 3 - 5 hours per week. Contact Parish Office.

Thinking About Becoming Catholic?
Exploring Catholicism can be overwhelming. Where do 
you even start? Set a meeting with our OCIA team. We 
can answer your questions, help you create a plan, and 
accompany you on your faith journey. You're not alone. Call 
616-374-8340 for more information.


